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Tiruvannamalai for the first time in 1902 on official work.
He then heard of the singularly selfless and illumined
life the Swami led. So he visited him, waited on him
patiently, and entreated him to give him guidance and
instruction. He also put the Swami some questions in
connection with the above inquiry. At that time the
Swami was observing silence.   Therefore the questions
were sometimes answered by gestures.   At times when
such answers were not understood, ;fchey were written
down on the floor or on a slate. The questions and ans-
wers were published by Sivaprakasam Pillai in 1923, along
with a couple of poems describing the Swami's life and
his own special experiences with the Swami. The answer
to the fourteenth question was written down by the
Swami on a slate, and copied immediately after on paper
by the questioner and retained by him. The other ques-
tions and answers were written down from memory
subsequently.    These however had not immediately
affected his official life. His non-attachment slowly deve-
loped, and in 1910 resulted in. his resignation of service.
He continued his visits to the Swami off and on. However^
there was no perceptible break with his past, nor had he
any emotional experience till 1913. He had then become
a widower, and it was all important for him to decide if
he should wed or lead a vanaprasthcL's (forest hermit's)
life. If he was to wed, the choice of the bride was another
difficult problem. Above all, marriage meant considerable
expense in his community and circumstances; and how
was he to obtain the needed sum was perplexing his mind.
To solve these problems, he hit upon a plan. He had faith
in the local God Vighneswara and accordingly repaired to
His temple at night; and there he intently prayed to Him
as his sole refuge and help. He set down on paper the